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INITIAL SITUATION: This home in the Avian Glen 
neighborhood in Carmel was built in the mid 90’s and 
included the builder’s original kitchen with 
white thermo foil cabinets. The original 
cabinetry starting to fall apart and the hom-
eowner needed more storage space. The final 
issue involved the desire to expand and create 
a new mudroom coming in off the garage.

DESIGN PHASE: The design phase fo-
cused on the best way to add more storage 
to the kitchen given the existing island and 
kitchen table locations. The owner wanted 
to upgrade to custom cabinets that would 
last longer and included nicer finishes. 
Since enlarging the footprint of the kitch-
en was not feasible, it was decided to close 
in the dining room door allowing more 
room for cabinetry. The island was left as 
the same size but the door to the laundry 
room hallway was slightly widened. The new design 
included recessed storage lockers in the hallway creat-
ing a new mudroom area that was missing before.

PROJECT SCHEDULE: The design phase for the 
kitchen remodel included selection of appliances and 
lasted four weeks while the construction phase spread 

out over six weeks.

FINAL PRODUCT: The existing pantry closet was 
replaced with new custom cabinetry. The 
perimeter cabinets were full overlay custom 
cabinets in closed grain hardwood with an-
tique white base paint with brown highlight-
ing, while the island cabinets included a full 
overlay door style in black-painted, rubbed-
through finish over an umber stain. The 
perimeter and island cabinets had a distressed 
look that simulated wearing and distress-
ing. The new dishwasher, warming drawer 
and under-counter refrigerator included 
new matching cabinet front panels. The 
upper cabinets above the bar area included 
decorative glass doors. Matching range hood 
cabinetry was installed over the new cook top 
to cover the 30-inch exhaust fan hood liner. 
Finally, special wainscoting panels were in-

stalled on the back of the island and the new cabinetry 
received new oil-rubbed bronze knobs and pulls. 

Have a remodeling question? Ask Larry Greene, owner of 
Case Handyman & Remodeling. You may e-mail him at 
lgreene@caseremodeling.com or call 846-2600. Visit  
www.caseremodeling.com for more information.

New Kitchen Remodel with Mudroom

Larry  
Greene

Retaining Walls

Patio Pavers

Water Features

Mulching

Mowing

Proprietor
Locally Owned and Operated

YES
We do that!

GET A $25 GIFT 
CERTIFICATE TO WHOLE 
FOODS WITH EVERY JOB 

BOOKED IN JUNE!

YOU’LYOU’LL ALSO BE ENTERED 
IN A DRAWING TO WIN 
A WHOLE FOODS GIFT 

BASKET* (VALUED AT $100)
*Call now for details!

BEFORE

AFTER

You’ll find fruit trees, berry bushes and 
vines sold three different ways, depending 
on the time of year and where you shop.

Bare-root plants are typically available 
in late winter or early spring and are pur-
chased while they’re dormant and leafless. 
They’re usually the least expensive way to 
purchase plants because they don’t have 
the cost of soil or containers associated 
with them.

Balled-and-burlapped fruit trees and 
shrubs, often simply referred to as b-&-b, 
are available from spring to fall. They fea-
ture a rootball that’s wrapped in a sheet of 
burlap or a similar material. Balled-and-
burlapped plants are usually the largest 

specimens your nursery offers.
Container-grown fruits are most com-

monly available and easiest to plant. Liked 
balled-and-burlapped plants, they’re avail-
able throughout the year. However, they 
come in a wide range of sizes.

No matter which method you use to 
plant your fruit trees, berry bushes, or 
vines, water them well after planting. 
Spread a 2- to 3-inch-deep layer of mulch 
over the soil around the plant; this helps 
the soil maintain moisture longer so you 
have to water less. It also helps to control 
weed growth.

-Better Homes and Gardens (bhg.com)

Planting Fruits


